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owerbank Primary School sits one street back from one of Edinburgh’s best

kept secrets - the Portobello Promenada and beach. Just 2 miles East from

the historic cantre, the school serves whal faels like ona of Scotland’s most

aclive and supportive school communities — currently fighting Lo rebuild

their decrepit multi-storey Secondary School on an underused piece of urban
parkland. In the lastyear, over 12,000 local residents submilled responses Lo the City
Coundil's consultation an a Private Bill that could clear the path for a nevw high school to
be builton the park: the highest ever number of responses to any public consultation
launched by the city's children and families department. 76% of the respon seswere in
support and the Bill is nows being prepared,

Whilst the battle for the High School continues to rage inland, the staff, parentsand
children of Tewarbank have been quietly getting on with their own plans to tum a sea
of tarmacinta a playground that caters for the children's educational and social neads,
The Primary School is one of Edinburgh's largest —with just over 6400 children currently
attending - and has justbeen extended to cope with riging numbers and need for
adequate teaching space.

The existing school isa 3 floor Victorian building that has been extended in several
phasas: most recently with a brand new block of 8 dassrooms and the growing school
nursery coming onto site from a neighbouring straet.

The external landscape consists of tammac and a cherished small outdoor dassroom
that is beginning to take shapewith plan ting and natural structures. The main outd oor
space is also cushingly small, and must be amangst one of the most pressured outdaor
play spacesin the UK
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tells us how
parent-power in one community
has made a huge difference to
the future of a primary school
playspace.



In 2012 the Headteacher asked the Parent Council for help and shortly
afterwards a group of parents were invited by the Chair to meet and
discuss what could be deneto change the tarmac inte semething maore
suited to the huge range of needs that the children and staff place on their
playground, The mission was seemingly impassible as there would be no
maney available within the school budget nar any financial suppart from
the City Council.

What the school perhaps hadn't reckoned on was the passion and
professional experience that would answer the Headteacher's call for help.
Parents carme to the group with a bread range of skills, abilities and passions
including participation and engagement with children, architecture and
landscape architecture, accessikility, play and its role in learning, and fund
raising experience.

In parallel with the Parent Council {similar ta but with different powers
to Governers in English schoals) the Parent Staff Association (PSA) turned
their attentian ta raising funds for the future playgraund with the intertian
that when the new axtansion building works had bean complated in August
2013 there would be funds to begin changing the playgrouncls.

The children ware consulted by the scheel and askad te dascribe their
visions far the playground by drawing ‘ideas for now, ideas that wera likely,
anvel idleas that they coule hops for' Their drawings consgistently asked
far grass and trees, sheltered spaces and more distinct sports and play
aquipment to be provided. Thair responses were modest and simple: plaasa
canwe introduce variaty and have more than featureless tarmac to play on.

The parants formed a Playground Design Group and driven by the
children’s briefing infarmation and a wish list from the staff began
assembling ideas and suggestions for the new playground. A stall was
situated at the School's Spring Fair a photography competition was run
over the surmnmer holiday and over the last year countless hours have besn
spent in the evenings (after children's’ bedtimes) discussing how we could
kegin to change the playground.

In Septermber 2012 the parent group issued a wide invitation to a design
charratte to assermble the emerging design ideas into a coherent plan.
What emerged was a densely drawn and intensively planned vision for
the playground that set a high level of ambition for the types of space and
feature that would support the children's’ learning and social engagement
with their playspace.

Out of the densaly imaginaed plan emergad a set of prictity idsas that wers
then presented back to the school and specifizally to the PSA as they wauld
be providing the financial suppeort to get on and da something. Thare were
10 ideas that weuld set the scene for a playground plan fer the future;
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m In February 2013, one of the parent group established a weak long design project
e ViR . - within the College of Art at Edinburgh U niversity where students take a week away

UG RS MeeuaTresn A T fram thair chesen studies to participate in their Innovative Learning Week - a voluntary
= U IngG ERISTING  CUSTRR K AR offline design exercise. Children and staff started the week off by brisfing the university
:ﬁﬁ&z%mm e P suRE, students alongside twao of the parent design group- The students then visited the
OUTDOIR CAASIR DDA /" bumeaR Lewors BT school mid way through the week to consult more widaly with children staff and
parents and completed their project on the Friday with a pop-up exhibition of designs
inthe existing schaal shelter.
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Top right: a world m

What was terrific about this was the sensitivity ewerall plan, what could be dane and whean. The
and maturity that the students applied to their first part af the plan ta be implemented was the
designs and above all else the fact that their clients  traversing wall - as this coule be put inta place
(the children) could seetheir thoughts and ideas before the cutgoing Primary 7 childran left for
transformed in the hands of the students. the High School, and cauld be installed whilst

a hugarange of | 1ing and play seanarios,

Above (middle): fi rst and d

This last year's afforts came into facus during the ongaing extension canstruction work was
tha summer termwhean the Headteacher returned being completed. Installed by 2 team of expert
frarm a year of absence and began meeting with climbers from the Cairngorms the wall has been an
Right showing the potential for the shelter by the parent group to push ahead and agree onthe overwhelming success.
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{Picture courtesy Javier Vidal)
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As the school settles into their new
accommedation the parent group continue to
press ahead with the desian priorities and the
next target and challenge entheir harizon isto
be larger capital funding epportunities. The new
academic year premises new sport pitch markings
and a bespoke design solution for lacking scooters
1o existing bicycle racks that came about during
the Innovative Learning Week. If you think you
can help or know of any suitable funding streams
please do gat in touch,

Wea now have an agreed strategy for thewhale
playground design and will be chipping away at
designing and delivering parts of it over as many
years as it takes to acquire the funds and deliver
the designs., Watch this space.
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